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Buddhists which has favourably operated in its behalf, and
powerfully contributed to maintain it for so many centuries
in so compact and solid a body fjiat it seems to bid defi-
ance to the destructive action of revolutions. We allude
to its regularly constituted hierarchy, which is as perfect
as it can be expected, particularly in Burinah and Siam.
The power and influence of him whom we may call the
general of the order in Burmah, and who is known under
the appellation of Tha-thana-paing, when, as was very
often the case, backed by the temporal power, was felt
throughout the whole country, and much contributed to
maintain good order and discipline in the great body of
religious. The action of the provincial or superior of the
religious houses of a province is more directly and imme-
diately felt by all the subordinates. It does not appear
that the religious of the Hindu schools, at least in our
days, possess such an advantage that they may well envy
their brethren of the Buddhist sect. The members of the
Brahminical body are not kept together by the power and
government of superiors, but by regulations that are so
deeply rooted and firmly seated in the mind of individuals
that they are faithfully observed. The superiority of
caste, connected too with a certain amount of spiritual
pride, has been hitherto sufficient to maintain that body
distinct and separate from all that is without itself. The
religious spirit that pervades that body in our days seems
to have abated from its original fervour and energy. The
Brahmin has maintained with the utmost jealousy the
superiority that caste confers upon him, but appears not
to have been so particular in keeping up the genuine
spiritual supremacy, which a strict adherence to the pre-
scriptions of the Vedas must have ever firmly secured
to him.